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Five Things to Know if You Need More Time to
 File Your Taxes

The April 15 tax deadline is coming up. If you need more
 time to file your taxes, you can get an automatic six
 month extension from the IRS. Here are five things to
 know about filing an extension:

1.    Use IRS Free File to file an extension. You can
 use IRS Free File to e-file your extension request for
 free. Free File is only available through IRS.gov. You
 must e-file the request by midnight on April 15. Don’t
 forget to come back to Free File to e-file your taxes for
 free. You can access the program at any time through
 Oct. 15.

2.    Use Form 4868. You can also request an extension
 by filling out Form 4868, Application for Automatic
 Extension of Time to File U.S. Individual Income Tax
 Return. You must mail this form to the IRS by April 15.
 Form 4868 is available on IRS.gov/forms at any time. 

3.    More time to file is not more time to pay. An
 extension to file will give you until Oct. 15 to file your
 taxes. It does not give you more time to pay your taxes.
 You still must estimate and pay what you owe by April 15
 to avoid a late filing penalty. You will be charged interest
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 on any tax that you do not pay on time. You may also
 owe a penalty if you pay your tax late. 

4.    Use IRS Direct Pay.  The safe, fast and easy way
 to pay your tax is with IRS Direct Pay. Visit
 IRS.gov/directpay to use this free and secure way to pay
 from your checking or savings account. You also have
 other electronic payment options. The IRS will
 automatically process your extension when you pay
 electronically. You can pay online or by phone.

5.    IRS helps if you can’t pay all you owe.  If you
 can’t pay all the tax you owe, the IRS offers you
 payment options. In most cases, you can apply for an
 installment agreement with the Online Payment
 Agreement tool on IRS.gov. You may also file Form
 9465, Installment Agreement Request. If you can’t make
 payments because of a financial hardship, the IRS will
 work with you. 

If you found this Tax Tip helpful, please share it through
 your social media platforms. A great way to get tax
 information is to use IRS Social Media. You can also
 subscribe to IRS Tax Tips or any of our e-news
 subscriptions.

IRS YouTube Video:

Welcome to Free File – English
Online Payment Agreement – English | Spanish |
 ASL
IRS Tax Payment Options – English | Spanish | ASL

IRS Podcasts:

Online Payment Agreement – English | Spanish
Tax Payment Options – English | Spanish

Back to Top

Thank you for subscribing to IRS Tax Tips, an IRS e-mail service. For
 more information on federal taxes please visit IRS.gov.

This message was distributed automatically from the IRS Tax Tips
 mailing list. Please Do Not Reply To This Message.
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