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IRS Tax Tip 2015-59

Five Things to Know if You Need More Time to
File Your Taxes

The April 15 tax deadline is coming up. If you need more
time to file your taxes, you can get an automatic six
month extension from the IRS. Here are five things to
know about filing an extension:

1. Use IRS Free File to file an extension. You can
use IRS Free File to e-file your extension request for
free. Free File is only available through IRS.gov. You
must e-file the request by midnight on April 15. Don’t
forget to come back to Free File to e-file your taxes for
free. You can access the program at any time through
Oct. 15.

2. Use Form 4868. You can also request an extension
by filling out Form 4868, Application for Automatic
Extension of Time to File U.S. Individual Income Tax
Return. You must mail this form to the IRS by April 15.
Form 4868 is available on IRS.gov/forms at any time.

3. More time to file is not more time to pay. An
extension to file will give you until Oct. 15 to file your
taxes. It does not give you more time to pay your taxes.
You still must estimate and pay what you owe by April 15

to avoid a late filing penalty. You will be charged interest
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If you found this Tax Tip helpful, please share it through
Taxpayer Advocate your social media platforms. A great way to get tax
information is to use IRS Social Media. You can also
subscribe to IRS Tax Tips or any of our e-news
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Thank you for subscribing to IRS Tax Tips, an IRS e-mail service. For
more information on federal taxes please visit IRS.gov.
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